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IN THIS ISSUE: 
ELECTION OF SOWP OFFICERS 


By Paul N. Dane, Executive Director 


Attention - all full members of SOWP: In this issue of the World Wireless Beacon, we are 
presenting information on candidates for election or re-relection to officer and Board of Governor 
positions for the Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. Please read this information. Then, turn to the 
ballot form on Page 3 of this newsletter and vote. You may also write in candidates not 
otherwise nominated, but they must be willing to serve. The term of office for all is two years, 
from January 1, 1990 through December 31, 1991. 


The voting. period begins with your receipt of this newsletter. In order to give all full members 
of our widely situated Society members ample time to vote and to return their completed ballots, 
the counting period will extend through August, 1989. All ballots must be postmarked not later 
than August 31, 1989. Please VOTE and RETURN YOUR BALLOT PROMPTLY. 


After voting for your candidates, detach the ballot sheet. Turn it over and fold it on the lines 
indicated. To insure that your ballot is received and counted, please mail it promptly to the 
election teller. Election results will be tabulated by Mr. Charles J. Coleman, 2959-P, K6ZUR. We 
- hope to report the results in the next (September-October) issue of this newsletter. We hope all 
full members will participate. Thank you. 
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For President of the Society - William C. Willmot, 784-V, K4TF, 1630 Venus St., Merritt 
island, FL., 32953. 

Mr. Willmot, the current President, joined the ranks of professional CW operators in World War 
i in the 24th Infantry Division, U.S. Army. His duty tours were in the Dutch East Indies, the 
Philippines, and when the war ended, in Japan. He joined SOWP in 1971, organized the Thomas 
Edison Chapter in 1973 and was its director for two years. In 1975, he organized the Southeastern 
Region SOWP CW net and has been its Net Control Station since that time. He was appointed 
President of the Society in 1988 to replace the late Donald DeNeuf. Mr. Willmot is employed as a 
technical editor by Raytheon, Inc. and is a technical writing instructor at a local college. He is a 
fellow of the Radio Club of America. He holds an amateur Extra Class license and a CW proficiency 
certificate for 55 words-per-minute. He is listed in the International Who’s Who of Intellectuals and 
Who’s Who in U.S. Writers, Editors and Poets. ; 
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For Executive Director - Paul N. Dane, 2195-V, WGWOW, 146 Coleen St., Livermore, CA 94550. 

Mr. Dane, the present Executive Director, became a professional CW operator in the U.S. Navy 
in 1942 at Bainbridge Island, WA/NIT. His Navy duties included work with codes and ciphers. He is 
a member of the Navy Cryptological Veterans Association. A member of IEEE, he is retired from 
the Livermore National Laboratory. He joined the Society in 1976 and has served as Director of 
the Golden Gate Chapter. He became a radio amateur in 1946 and is a member of his local radio 
interference committee. He was elected Executive Director of SOWP in 1987. 
For Treasurer: Loren G. DeMerritt, 100-P, W6EAS, 410 Grundei Dr., Sebastopol, CA 95472. 

Mr. DeMerritt, is the present Treasurer of the Society. He has held this (Continued, Page 2) 
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(Nominations - Continued from Page 1) 
assignment with distinction for many years. 


‘For Sr. Vice President - John J. (Jack) Kelleher, 2581-P, W42ZC, 612 Ednor Rd., Silver Spring, 
MD 20904. Mr. Kelleher was a radio operator at U.S. War Dept. station WVB,- San Antonio, TX 
from 1933-37. From 1937-40 he worked at the RCA Communications hub station, New York, NY. 
> From 1940-62 he was a technician at Signal Corps Laboratories, Ft. Monmouth, NJ. In 1962 he 
moved to NASA headquarters, from which he retired in 1969. For the past 25 years he has 
worked in frequency utilization and satellite systems spectrum management. Mr. Kelleher has 
been a member of U.S. delegations to international Communications groups including the 
‘International Telecommunications Union. In 1986 he became Chairman of CCIR Study Group 2 
(Space Research and Radioastronomy.) He has received awards from the U.S. Army, NASA, and 
the IEEE, of which he is a Life Fellow. His obtained his first radio amateur license in 1932 and holds 
an Extra Class license. He is currently SOWP Senior Vice President and a Chapter President and 
national Director of QCWA. 

For Vice-President - Finance: Eben K. Cady, 54-SGP, 2330 Roosevelt Ave... Redwood 
City,CA 94061. Mr. Cady’s first professional assignment, in 1922, was aboard the tug 
HOMER/KUMG. He sailed on many ships until 1931 when he joined coastal station KFS, San 
Francisco, CA. He became KFS Chief Operator in 1939, then Assistant Manager and Manager until 
retirement in 1965. He has been SOWP Secretary (1968-70), Senior Vice President (1970-71), 
President (1972-75) and in his present post, VP-Finance, since 1976. 

For Vice-President - Membership: John N. Elwood, 396-V, WW7P, 5716 N. 34th Dr., Phoenim. 
AZ 85017. Mr. Elwood has held this post since 1976 and has done yeoman service in recruiting 
new members. He was a military radio operator in World War Il. He has amassed a valuable 
collection of some 300 telegraph keys, both manual and semi-automatic, dating from the early 
days of wireless. He holds an amateur extra class license. 

For Vice-President Promotion & PR: Emerson R. (Em) Mehrling, 2500-P,. W4NH, 10109 Blue 
Coat Dr., Fairfax, VA 22030. Mr. Mehrling has held this post since 1984. His professional radio 
career began for TWA at the Columbus, Ohio airport in 1930, station WHG. In 1935, he was one of 
the founders of air traffic Control. His Career in civil aviation administration for the CAA and later 
in the FAA involved upper management posts including duty at Tempelhof airport, Berlin, Germany. 
He has been a radio amateur since 1922 and holds an Extra class license. He is Control Station of 
the SOWP Capital Area Saturday morning CW net. He holds an ARRL 50-year award and has 
similar recognition from QCWA. ei ip 


For Vice President - Chapters: William R. Miller, 3924-V, W2GCE, 217 Porterfield Pl.. Freeport. 
NY 11520. Mr. Miller is the incumbent. He is responsible for promoting the formation of new 
chapters for the Society. He encourages groups of members located near one another to 
organize in the interest of fellowship. He considers our Chapters as vital parts of our overall 
Society. hes so ta 


For Vice President - International Affairs: John E. Sandison, 1603-V, VESAAS, 2928 Queen St. 
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada, $48 2E4. Mr. Sandison is the incumbent. He was appointed to 
this post in 1988 to succeed Mr. Elmer Burgman. This assignment provides liaison between 
Society members overseas and headquarters. 
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For Vice President - Awards: John H. Swafford, 783-V, W4HU, 2025 N. Kensington 531. 
Arlington, VA 22205. Mr. Swafford, incumbent for the past five years, coordinates the 
presentation of awards to Society members, chiefly for our annual QSO Roundup in December. 
First icensed in 1940 and commercially in 1942, he was employed by Northwest Airlines until 1945. 
A career in government followed, during which John worked 25 years for the Army Signal 
‘ Engineering Agency, in Frankfurt and Heidelburg, Germany and for the Department of State. He is a 
member of ARRL, QCWA, IEEE, AFCEA, the Radio Club of America, IARU and VWOA. He is a past 
president of his local QCWA chapter and the Dept. of State Amateur Radio Club. He has received 
‘meritorious awards from QCWA and three outstanding service awards from SOWP. 


For Vice President - Communications (Chief Operator, SOWP Amateur Nets) : Henry K. (Hank) 
Warner, 2606-P, W1IHRQ, RFD 2, Windemere Place, Kennebunkport, ME 04046. Mr. Warner’s 
first professional assignment was as Radio Officer, SS A.L. Kent, 1931. He continued to sail until 
1939; his last vessel was SS ANCON/WCCI. He then became a radio operator (Continued, Page 15) 
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Soctety of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. 


OFFICERS and BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
Term of Office: Jan. 1, 1990 to Dec. 31, 1991 


ELECTION BALLOT 
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Please vote for ONE candidate for each office: (X) 


: You may write in candidates who 
are not listed, but they must have agreed to serve. 


SS 2 a ee a a a a a a a | 


PRESIDENT: William C. Wilmot § ( ) 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: PaulN.Dane ( ) 
TREASURER: Lorin G. DeMerritt ( ) 
sete eet ee eee ee EE EEE EVIC“E PRESIDENTS* * ®t tt tet eee tetas 
SENIOR: John J. Kelleher ( ) 
FINANCE-AUDIT: Eben K. Cady ( ) 
MEMBERSHIP: John N. Elwood ( ) 


PROMOTION AND 
PUBLIC RELATIONS: Emerson R. Mehrling () 


CHAPTERS: William R. Miller ( ) 
INTERNT’L AFFAIRS: John N. Sandison = ( ) 
AWARDS: John H. Swafford ( ) 
COMMUNICATIONS: Henry K. Warner ( ) 
PUBLICATIONS: Theodore K. Phelps ( ) 
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Bing 
BOARD of GOVERNORS 
(Please Vote for NINE ) 


Wiliam A. Breniman - Chairman - ( ) Alice Mitchell ( ) 
Judge James Harvey Brown ( ) Olive J. Roeckner ( ) 
Robert L. Farris ( ) Pauli L. Schmidt ( ) 
William T. Jackson ( ) Eric W. Walter ( ) 
Graydon A. Lewis ( ) 


=ALL BALLOTS MUST BE POSTMARKED ON OR BEFORE AUGUST 31, 1989= 
- THANK YOU for YOUR PARTICIPATION - 
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ELECTION TELLER - SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC., 


Charles J. Coleman, 
2585 Brookhaven Drive, 
Santa Rosa,CA 95405 USA 
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Lop tena MAIL - from Page 6) 

My recent experience will demonstrate 
why the Morse system should not be 
eliminated and the requirement for a radio 
officer who is a Morse telegraph operator 
should be maintained. 


“In November 1988, | was radio officer of a 
ship on a voyage from Scotland to the U.S. East 
Coast. About 100 miles off Florida, my ship 
went dead in the water, slowly taking on water 
through a damaged rudder system. 


“My ship is equipped with a high-technology 
Satellite terminal, but it was useless because 
the ship's main power wa down. Satellite 
systems cannot operate without a ship’s main 
power. 


“An urgent message had to be transmitted 
to request assistance from another ship. All |! 
had was the standard 40-watt emergency 
transmitter that could run for six hours on my 
emergency 12 voit battery system. 


“| transmitted my message using the Morse 
system and received a prompt reply from 
another vessel. | was easily able to get my 
message through. 


“If the satellite system had been the only 
system on board, or if there had been no radio 
officer on board who knew the Morse system, 
what could have been done? We were way 
out of VHF-FM range. Tropical depression Keith 
Was approaching our area. 


“Even when satellite systems are working 
as designed, many times ail circuits are busy. 
The satellite is not a dedicated distress 
system. The Morse system has frequencies 
strictly for distress Communication. 


“The satellite is supposed to receive the 
distress mesage and transmit it to all ships in 
the area of the distress. Much time is required 
in the process. The Morse message is 
transmitted immediately to all ships within 100 
miles of the ship. Any radio officer (so trained) 
can understand Morse messages no matter 
what language he speaks. 


“It was appropriate that (a previous article) 
was put in your Money section. in an effort to 
increase profit margins by eliminating the radio 
officer, many shipping companies are 
endangering their vessels, their investments 
and the safety of their seagoing employees. 
But shipping executives are not experts in 
communications Maybe they have been 
listening to the salesmen from the satellite 
companies too much. 


“They should get another point of view from 
the professionals in the field of distress 
communications - the radio officers. 


“l think satellite communication definitely 
has marine applications, but not as a total 
replacement for a proven system all countries 
are familiar with.” - Richard J. Monjure 
(4663-M, NSJOB) (from the New Orleans 
Times-Picayune, Jan 16, 1989. Submitted to 
the Maritine Mobile Amateur Radio Club 
newsletter, April 1989 by Jock Maclaren, 
WS5FGO, and to the Wor/d Wireless Beacon - 
SOWP, by member Leona Wallace, 0272-TA, 
WAGOHB. 
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AN ODE TO CW 
by Paul N. Dane, 2195-V, WEWOW 


CW has served us quite well, 

So on its demise ! won't dwell. 
Now it’S up fo that new Satellite, 
To see that the message is right. 


If CW on ships has to end, 
On the ham bands it still is our friend, 
Ensuring the message gets through 
By a system that’s tried and not new. 


For years, CW had no equal 
And satellites are now just a sequel. 
So /et’s all pray when the chips are down, 
The up-link’s up and the down-link’s sound! 


Now sate/lites are up there in space, 
Hopefully each in its proper place. 
But if system choice were /eft up to me - 
I'd stake my life on my CW key! 


(Hear, Hear, and Amen! - Editor) 
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SHIPMATES - AHOY 


Charles F. Murray, 3196-V, KZ2B, wrote in to 
say “..1 am rejoining the training vessel State 
OF Maine/WTWY next month for the annual 
cruise (of Maine Maritime Academy cadets). 


“The ship leaves Castine, Maine May 5th for 
Philadelphia, Portsmouth, England, then to 
Leningrad and Copenhagen and will be back in 
Maine at the end of June. This will be my 
second voyage on this illustrious vessel which 
is owner by the Maine Maritime Academy. 


‘wReally enjoy your publication and | am 
Siats interested in seeing where my seagoing 
friends are....Continued success. 

(signed) Charles F. Murray 


age 


THE WAR IS OVER - 
COASTAL RADIO OFFICERS 
LOSE AGAIN 


By Mike Zbrozek, 3581-M, K8XF 
Radio-Electronics Officer 
SS EXXON LEXINGTON, KIVP 


Editor’s Preface: Just when all pages for this 
newsletter were complete and ready for press, 
along came the following article. We believe it 
is so timely and in such close context with 
other stories in this issue, that we have 
decided to publish it now rather than postpone 
it until September. We hope you will agree. 
On February 3, 1989, the FCC adopted 
Memorandum for File No. X-1558-1559 which will 
permit U.S.-flag shipping Companies to sail their 
ships in coastwise runs without a Radio Officer, 
provided those vessels meet the following 
qualifcations of FCC rules, Part 80.836: 


4. Routes of the voyage are never more than 
150 miles from the nearest land. 2. The ship 
has a satellite terminal providing both voice 
and telex. 3. The ship has SSB voice radio 
which can operate on any distress and safety 
channel in the marine band. 4. The ship has 
narrow-band direct SITOR. 5. The ship has a 
separate 2,182 kHz radiotelephone distress 
frequency watch receiver capable. of 
generating audible alarms. 6. The ship has at 
least two VHF transceivers. 7. The above 
equipment can be operated from emergency / 
reserve power. 8. The ship has a 500 kHz 
auto-alarm watch receiver and the capability 
to relay received distress messages to shore 
via one of the systems listed above. 9. The 
ship carries licensed personnel to operate and 
maintain all shipboard systems used for 
distress and safety. 


Part 80.836 has been around for a few 
years. At first, only a few shipowners sought 
waivers. But during the past year, several 
U.S.-flag operators tried to get many of their 
ships waivered. Voyages can now be made to 
Alaska, Panama and Puerto Rico from U.S. west 
coast ports without a radio officer. In the 
beginning, Part 80.836 was much more 
restrictive: Only voyages between ports of 
the lower 48 states could be made without a 
radio officer aboard. 


But Exxon and the American Institute of 
Merchant Shipping poured big money into 
relaxation of the conditions for waiver. At the 
end of 1988, the radio unions filed against these 
blanket waivers. The question has been in 
limbo with the FCC since then. 
the whole 


No more. In February, 1989, 


picture changed and, we Aave /ost! Reading 
through the entire FCC memorandum is a sad 
experience. | have never seen so many 
misplaced, incorrect conclusions by “our” 
Commission. The voices of big money and big 
influence have never before been heard so 
loudly from the FCC. Even our Navy had “...no 
objection to granting the proposed 
exemptions... | hope the USN will always have 
its satellite systems up and working and never 
have to rely on HF or CW. 


What makes me laugh is the fact that Exxon 
now is sending its Captains to a “quickie” radio 
school so they can get FCC’ Genera! 
Radiotelephone licenses. That will permit 
Exxon to satisfy condition No. 9 of the waiver 


provisions. What a joke! Two weeks study 
(memorizing, that is) of the questions and 
answers. This is how the FCC examinations 


are being compromised. And by the way, the 
success rate of these license applicants is well 
over 90 per cent! This is the “radio officer” 
of the future, a fellow who won't be able to fix 
a coffee pot or know which end of a soldering 
pencil to grab! 


When the satellite terminal on this very ship 
broke down, | sent all our traffic via CW. We 
don’t have HF SITOR aboard, so good old CW 
saved the day! By the way, our MARISAT 
system lost its final amp on the dish antenna 
and we have no spares aboard for the satellite 
terminal. When | am “replaced”, who will be 
here to send an SOS? 


In itS memorandum, the FCC said that 
reliance on CW is” declining. When coast 
stations like WSL (Long Island) and WOE (Florida) 
closed, the reason was probably as much due 
to land speculation as to reduced traffic. Since 
those stations were established years ago out 


beyond cities and TOWNS, the urban 
environment has closed in. And how about 
WSC, (Tuckerton NJ) closed in 1978 by 


Radiomarine and reborn under new ownership a 
few years later? It seems to be staying in 
business. I’m sure that land speculation, not 
just low traffic volume, had something to do 
with the closing of WPA, (Port Arthur, TX) and 
WMH, (Baltimore, MD). 


Looking at the 500 kHz auto-alarm receiver, 
| fail to see how a taped CW distress message, 
with static and bad fists, can be relayed to the 
proper authorities. Yet this is what the FCC 
waiver will permit when no regular radio officer 
is aboard. Can you imagine this situation: After 
the auto-alarm sounds, the Captain or the Mate 
would go to the radio room and start the tape 
recorder. Suppose it’s a false alarm? Will the 
Captain or Mate record nothing, call the Coast 
Guard on SSB and play noise for them? What a 
joke! How silly can it get? (Continued, Page 9) 


(COASTAL RADIO - from Page 8) 

Exxon will add a feature to this audio tape 
recorder: They are planning to connect a 
Morse code reader to the 500 kHz receiver. 
Can you imagine a reader that will produce 
good copy through static and several signals 
on that frequency--not to mention sloppy fists? 
Up to now, no computer can copy poor manual 
sending. Only a human operator’ can 
understand CW from a bad fist. | believe | have 
heard pienty of them and sometimes it’s tough 
for me! This code reader baloney is the 
“safety factor’ of the future, but it apparently 
meets FCC waiver rules. 


Since coming aboard this vessel, | have, as 
always, been very busy with all kinds of 
repairs. The ship’s computer had to have one 
of its disk drives changed out a week ago. 
They didn’t ask the cook to do it; They asked 
me to handle it, since on Exxon ships the Radio 
Officer is the computer administrator and 
repairman. And believe me, they depend on 
this computer every day. It’s nothing but an 
electronic file cabinet. 


So the shipping companies have finally won 
this battle. Today it’s the Radio Officers on 
coastal runs; tomorrow it will be those on 
trans-oceanic trips. | think Exxon will give us 
the ax in the very near future. All that remains 
is to get the next batch of Captains out of the 
quickie radio schools in July, 1989. With most 
Exxon ships already having the communication 
gear aboard to qualify for waivers, it’s just a 
matter of time before we R/Os pack up and 
leave for good. Exxon is already writing 
operations and maintenance manuals for these 
Captains! 


Since the EXXON VALDEZ went aground in 
Alaskan waters, | can just imagine how these 
Captains will handle their new communications 
duties under the FCC waivers. If a ship gets 
into a distress situation, the OM will be on the 
bridge, not in the radio room. And if the radar 
or some other complex gear breaks down, 
there will be no seasoned veteran aboard to 
make repairs. That’s just asking for bad news 
to happen, with no knowledgable person around 
to take care of the electronics. 

| thought this dark cloud would not be upon 
us until the early 1990s, but big business has 
changed the pattern faster than we thought. 
Some European nations are doing the same 
thing. Canada is even more lax with the 500 
kHz watch and other deviations. On the bridge 
on my ship we have a 2,182 kHz watch 
receiver which at the top and bottom of the 
hour “un-squeiches” itself and turns on the 
audio for a short three-minute distress listening 
period. As you know, this is the period set 
aside internationally to listen for distress 
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signals. But do you know what almost all the 
Mates do? They go over and hit the squelch 
button, killing the open audio. Some distress 
watch period that is! And this 2,182 kHz SSB 
distress watch is what the FCC claims is equal 
to the 500 kHz CW distress watch by a radio 
officer! Not on your life! No self-respecting 
radio officer would turn down the audio during 
the silent period! What will it take to convince 
the FCC and other official groups that a 
professional R/O can and most certainly will 
conduct a proper distress watch? | doubt that 
Mates and Captains can or should be depended 
on for that sort of duty. Should not their eyes 
and ears be watching the sea and their ship? 


Just look at what happened on the EXXON 
VALDEZ, going aground on a reef! The Captain 
was not on the bridge to navigate. Is this the 
kind of “radio officer” your life might depend 
on? And, of course, he’s supposed to be able 
to fix the radar! God save us from these 
quickie “trained” individuals. 


So there you have it, my fellow SOWP 
members: This fine and noble profession will 
finally meet its demise at the end of 
1989...coastwise, that is. | hope that the fellows 
who sail on foreign voyages will be able to 
hang in much longer. But keep your fingers 
crossed. | know that American shipowners who 
do business with Europe and Asia will see this 
FCC memorandum as a recipe for the next 
event: NO RADIO OFFICERS...PERIOD! 


Since a lot of you sailed many decades ago, 
I'm sure you can appreciate the current state 
of the marine radio art. On most US. flag ships, 
being just a brass pounder is a thing of the 
past. Nowadays they want you also to be an 
electrician, technician and general electronic 
whiz, not to mention doubling as a computer 
administrator on many vessels. Today, we 
have many vintages of radio gear aboard ship: 
Electron tube, tube and solid-state hybrid, and 
some entirely digital. No system ever invented 
by man was or ever will be foolproof. With the 
Radio Officer gone, there will be great 
difficulties and many problems ahead. | trust 
that many Captains will be very sorry to see 
the R/O removed, although | do know of many 
Masters who have never appreciated the 
“Sparks” and seemed to have a very difficult 
time understanding what we do. So it will be all 
on their narrow shoulders - | might add at no 
additional pay. At Exxon, the Mates and 
Engineers are all salaried like the Captain. But 
this extra radio duty will go unrewarded. | 
hope the FAX machine doesn’t break down. On 
this ship, | copy CW weather every day. A 
code reader will be of little use with the daily 
diet of ORN, QRM and OSB. 

(Continued, Page 10) 
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When | get home, | plan to drop a letter to 
our FCC and inform them of what !| Consider 
their very shallow assessments concerning the 
waiver memorandum. | hope that some SOWP 
members will do likewise. 


As far as | am concerned, it’s time to look 
for another occupation. | hope there will be an 
American Merchant Marine around in the future. 
The next thing that appears to be on the 
shipowners’ agenda is to get rid of more people 
on US. flag ships - no more oilers, fewer 
deckhands and one cook aboard a ship - TV 
dinners all the way! = _In the 1990s, I’m sure that 
shipping firms will try to change the registry of 
American ships to the flags of developing 
countries. Western European countries have 
done that. For example, England has the Isle 
of Man. The idea, of course, is for the western 
nations to get cheaper and cheaper labor for 
their ships. Even the familiar Liberian and 
Panamanian flags seem to be on the way out. 
I'm sure the U.S. will someday have Marshall 
Islands registry. | think it’s inevitable. And 
Americans going to sea will be a thing of the 
past, whether they are officers or unlicensed. 
That's the way life on the high seas is shaping 
up. I’m looking forward to returning home. If 
you have comments, please feel free to drop a 
line to Mike Zbrozek, SOWP 3581-M, K8XF/MM, 
at 5116 Fox Squirrel Dr.. New Port Richey, FL., 
34654. 


All the best from the EXXON LEXINGTON/SKIYP, 
built in 1958 and soon to be retired. -73, Mike. 
Editor’s Postscript: The above. article 
makes some strong statements. They are not 
necessarily the official views of SOWP. All our 
readers may not agree with the author’s 
views, but we thought they should be 
presented. Perhaps some readers feel as 
strongly as does Mike. In that case, letters to 
your Congressman and Senators would be in 
order, as well as to the FCC. 
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WwW II RESEARCH PROJECT 
ANNOUNCED 


504 Channel! View Dr., 
Anacortes, WA 98221 
June 1, 1989 


To SOWP Members- 


| am writing to ask if you can help with a 
project about HF radio communications during 
World War Il. In brief, the questicn is whether 
you can provide information on ionospheric 
disturbances during the period from 1939 to 
1945 and how they may have affected 
long-haul communications on HF radio. Let me 


explain the reasons for this request. 


The history of World War iff has been 
discussed from many aspects, but it would 
seem that the role of ionospheric disturbances 
remains to be examined. At the present time, 
we can look back and understand the various 
disturbances that must have plagued HF radio 
during the war. Thus, we know that large solar 
flares can produce ’- sudden _§ ionospheric 
disturbances (SID) which black-out HF 
communications on the sunlit side of the earth 
for up to half an hour. [Like the severe 
disturbances of March, 1989. - Editor] Also, we 
know that major flares can give rise to polar 
cap absorption (PCA) events which disrupt 
communication paths which cross the polar 
caps and further, after a delay of a day or so, 
produce magnetic/ionospheric storms which 
lower the maximum useable frequency (MUF) 
on paths at lower latitudes. But back in the 
early ‘40s when our fortunes in WW Il were the 
bleakest, those eventS must have seemed 
either the result of a sinister force or were 
Viewed as acts of God. In any event, it is fairly 
clear that such intense disruptions could not go 
by without notice and, indeed, may have 
affected military operations and = strategic 
commuications. 


Professor C. Stewart Gillmor of Wesleyan 
University in Connecticut and |! are interested in 
exploring these questions and would seek your 
assistance. By way of background, Professor 
Gillmor specializes in the History of Science, 
particularly ionospheric physics, and my 
interest before retiring was in connection with 
solar-terrestrial physics, mainly the ionospheric 
and magnetic effects which result from the 
bombardment of the polar caps by solar 
radiation. We both are licensed amateur radio 
operators, WiFK and NM7M, respectively, and 
have worked on radio research projects in the 
Arctic and = Antarctic, starting in the 
International Geophysical Year (IGY), 1957-58. 


Of special interest to us is the association of 
geophysical observations from ground 
observatories and radio operations during WW 
ll, particularly those long-haul paths which 
relied on the F-layer. If you have any 
recollections, remarks or comments that would 
help us or can point to other sources of 
information, either personal or from = an 
institution, please send them to my home 
address, above. We- would be - most 
appreciative. -73, 


Robert R. Brown, SOWP TA-224, 
Professor of Physics, Emeritus, 
University of California, 
Berkeley Campus 
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The Morse Chronicles 
From many sources, we read news about 


the decline of Morse as a viable means of 
communication. Here are two recent reports: 


From the international diplomatic front, we 
learn that two conferences were held in 
London during October, 1988, to finalize 
amendments to existing agreements leading to 
implementation of the Global Maritime Distress 
and Safety System (GMDSS). Amendments to 
the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) Convention 
have been adopted and (the following 
implementation dates have been established: 
February 1, 1992 - GMDSS in force. August 1, 
1993 - Satellite Emergency Position-indicating 
Radiobeacons (EPIRBs) and NAVTEX (computer 
printout of weather and warning information 
broadcast from coastal stations). February 1, 
1995 - GMDSS equipment on all new ships. 
February 1, 1999 - GMDSS equipment on a// 


ships. (By Dave Kintzer in the VWOA NEWS 
LETTER, Vol. XIll No. 4). 

The International Transport Workers 
Federation held its Seafarers’ Section 


Conference in Rio De Janiero Nov. 30 - Dec. 2, 
4988. Thirty-one countries were represented 
by 85 delegates. One of them, Donald 
Dishinger, SOWP 2854-M, from the Radio 
Officers Union - USA, explained the outcome of 
the London conferences. He said that GMDSS 
now has a fully established timetable. He 
explained that the two most contentious issues, 
maintenance and personnel, (Regulations 15 and 
16, respectively) were agreed to in the London 
SOLAS conference. 


Regulation 15 makes on-board maintenance 
possible, requiring that GMDSS equipment on 


ships be accessible for maintenance. It 
requires the carriage of adequate spare parts, 
tools, test equipment and technical 
documentation. It also requires that 


maintenance methods be chosen by the 
Signatory governments. Here the choice is 
between onboard maintenance versus 
duplication of very expensive equipment. 
Dishinger says that neither choice appeals to 
shipowners. Regulation 16 requires 
radioelectronic personnel certificates (licenses) 
for deep-sea ships registered by countries 
who are members of the _ International 
Telecommunications Union (ITU). The London 
conference, rather than declaring the Radio 
Electronics Officer redundant, has declared him 
essential for deep sea voyages. Dishinger 
adds that by the date of final GMDSS 
implementation, radiotelegraphy will be phased 
out; the “Radio Officer” will be finished. He will 
be replaced by the “Radioelectronic Officer’, a 
highly skilled technician with specific duties. 
(From ROU Newsletter - Winter 1988-89) 


Stlent Keys 


WITH DEEP REGRET, WE REPORT THE PASSING 
OF THE FOLLOWING SOWP MEMBERS: 


Robert L. Abernethy, 1991-P, W2PQY, Babylon, 
NY. March 9Q, 1989. 

Andrew H. Abraham,  2191-SGP, 
Smithsburg, MD., Dec. 14, 1988. Age 85. 
Col. Jean 8. Ardman, 2912-P, AJGY, Santa 
Maria, CA. No date or details given. 

Deward G. Bell, 1051-V, K4CH, Mobile, AL. 
Floyd J. Bird, 1327-SGP, W6EXE, Feb., 1988. 
Thomas W. Braidwood, 2864-SGP, W5BW, 
Biloxi, MS. No date or details given. 

James L. Dixon, 686-V, W4JL, August 14, 1988, 
Boone, lowa. 

William W. Eitel, TA-79, W6UF, Feb. 26, 
Dayton, NV., co-founder of Eimac 
manufacturer of transmitting tubes. 
Rufus J. Eldred, 1883-SGP, Harrison, Maine. 
Mail Returned “Deceased” - No info. furnished. 
James G. Fiynn, 567-SGP, W5ZO, Crawford, 
TX., 1988. Note rec’d “Deceased” No other info. 
Warren A. Ford, 2566-SGP, W2GTB, 
Schenectady, NY. No date or details given. 
Charles d. Hinkle, TA-215, K4TS, 
Fredericksburg, VA., 10 February, 1989. 
Danie! Jeanieboeuf, 3571-P, Officier de la 
Legion d’Honneur, En Retz, France, 8 Feb. 1989. 
Archie F. Milter, 4544-SGP, W7EGG, Glendale, 
AZ., Nov. 20, 1988. 

Charles R. Oliva, 2938-M, Apr. 28, 1989. 
Maurice R. Peters, 3847-P, N6FZE, Santa Rosa, 
CA., March,1989. No other information received. 
Forrest G. Roberts, Jr., 721-P, W4EYM, Coral 
Gables, FL. No Date. (Mail Returned “Deceased’) 
Creed O. Russell, 3589-V, W8KM, Glen Morgan, 
WV., Dec 1, 1988. 

John O. Sponeybarger, 2473-P, W3UW, 
Bradford, PA. No other information furnished. 
Seymour “Sy” Strauss, 826-V, W4IKU/6, 
April 15, 1989, Sun City, CA. 

Peter Szeman, 2379-V, WSNV, Albuquerque, 
NM., March 24, 1988. 


W3JZY, 
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George D. Wood, 607-SGP, WAGHMT, April, 
1988, Vista, CA. 
Leo Yoder, 1512-P, W9HO, Roanoke, IN. 
In Remembrance 
by the Editor 
Seymour “SVe Strauss, 826-V, died 


unexpectedly on Saturday, April 15, 1969 after 
a lengthy struggle in hospital against a blood 
disorder. He would have been 68, April 25, 
1989. ” 
“Sy” was a very well known member of the 
Society’s amateur radio net system, of which 
he was formerly Chief Operator. From his 
Florida QTH, he had been NCS of both of our 

Trans-Continental nets on 20 meters. 
In 1986, “Sy” relocated to California and 
(Continued, Page 12) 
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(In Remembrance -from Page 11) 

settied in the retirement Community of Sun City, 
where he resumed operation of his amateur 
station, W4IKU/6. Again, he became a familiar 
Signal on the Society’s nets. 


Early this year, health problems” which 
proved difficult to diagnose, put him in hospital 
on January 6. There followed a lengthy ordeal 
as his physicians sought to find the source of 
“Sy’s” ailment. He had 60 blood transfusions in 
connection with repeated surgery. 


Finally, progress was achieved: Early in 
April, prospects for “Sy’s” recovery seemed to 
mprove, heartening his family and his many 
radio friends who followed his fight in weekly 
bulletins on our nets. A date was chosen for 
him to return to his home, Friday, April 14, 1989. 


“Sy” was taken home that afternoon. He 
wanted to contact close radio friends by 
telephone. They report that he sounded very 
weak. Next morning, his daughter spoke to him 
as he lay resting. He reported severe pain 
near his heart and lapsed into unconsciousness. 


Emergency aid was sought by telephone. 
“Sy” was returned to hospital where efforts to 
revive him proved unsuccessful. 


“Sy” Strauss is survived by his wife, Bea, 
and their daughter, Diane, to whom all of us in 
SOWP send our sincere sympathies. 


Ca 


Creed O. Russell, 3589-V, W8KM, _ died 
December 1, 1988, at Glen Morgan, WV. He was 
72. His career in police and uhf radio 
communications spanned 32 years. 

“Russ” became a radio amateur at an early 
age. In 1938 he graduated from Valparaiso 
Tecnnical insutute, Valparaiso, IN., and later the 
same year obtained First Class Radiotelephone 
and Second Class Radiotelegraph licenses from 
the FCC. In April, 1939, he became the third 
person employed to operate the new West 
Virginia Department of Public Safety police radio 
system. In 1947, he became Chief Radio 
Technician for the Company "DD" area of the WV 
State Police. He retired from state employment 
in 1958. In 1955, he had begun his own 
business in uhf two-way mobile’ radio 
communications on 600 mHz which moved to 
960 mHz in 1960. He sold his business in 1971 
and retired. Upon the death of his wife in 1977, 
Russell, then age 61, enrolled at West Virginia 
State College, at Institute, WV. He graduated 
magna cum laude in 1980, having majored in 
Spanish. As W8KM, “Russ” enjoyed working 
high-speed CW. He is survived by his son, 
Michael, who lived with him in Glen Morgan, WV. 

-Shirley M. Devores, W8LYV 


In Remembrance - Continued 

Carl C. Drumellier, 4383-V, W5JJ, was a unique 
individual in the field of radio who made a 
distinct impression on all who knew him. He 
passed into the realm of Silent Keys September 
6, 1988, after a short illness. | first met him on 
the air May 21, 1953 when his call was WSEHC. | 
was impressed with his friendliness, technical 
knowledge and dignity. 


Later, | came upon him in contact with 
Novice and Technician licensees and was 
impressed with his kindness and patience. He 
made a special effort to accomodate their 
lower code speeds and encouraged them in 
their technical progress and upgrading. 


One day in 1958, | received a surprise phone 
call from Carl Drumeller at the FAA Academy 
where he had advanced from instructor to the 
engineering branch. He asked if | was still 
interested in employment at the Academy. {I 
had applied in 1956.) In due time | did sign on 
at FAA, finally retiring in 1979. 


While at the FAA Academy, | joined the 
Aeronautical Center Amateur Radio Club which 
Car! had helped to organize and served as first 
president. He then became its’ perennial 
secretary and first editor of the Co//ector and 
Emitter, a newsletter now serving amateur 
radio clubs across Oklahoma. 


Carl Drumeller was a prolific technical writer, 
with many published articles in various radio 
magazines. He loved to lecture on the standing 
wave ratio and other’ transmission line 
Subjects. He impressed me as a _ dignified 
“college professor” type who chose his words 
carefully and had his lecture’ perfectly 
prepared. He maintained eye contact with his 
audience and could elicit individual response 
easily as he lectured. 


Carl did not like the term “ham” applied to 
amateur radio. In CW abbreviations, he firmly 
objected to the term “XYL” applied to wives. 
He said it implied that the woman was no longer 
young nor a lady! Carl preferred “YF” instead, 
which enunciates almost like “wife”. 


One of my last encounters with Carl took 
place in the Spring at a grandparents day held 
at a local elementary school. Carl had the 
usual pride of a grandfather and we enjoyed a 
pleasant eyeball QSO as_we had lunch in the 
cafeteria. Carls wife, Mildred, was with him. 
They had two. sons, one daughter, 12 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 
To sum it up, Carl Drumeller was a credit to the 
radio profession and a great quy to remember! 


- Charles E. Maupin, 3904-V, WSHQM 
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A CELEBRATION ! 


We rise to the occasion of a very 
important birthday for one of our most senior 
members. He is Art Ericson, 70-SSGP, W1NF, to 
whom we send the following card on behalf of 
all SOWP members! 


$= Ss a5 eee ae ae ee oa: 


«YR ee . 
7 26, 198 


ede 


JUNE 


’ aii pi 
ia 


b) 
‘ 


va 


Art wrote ye Ed on April 3, 1989 on 
stationery which shows a Poppa and a Momma 
owl sitting on a tree branch labeled “W1iNF"'to 
say: “Got the Beacon newsletter and enjoyed 
it very much.” 


“Enclosed are some relics of my 86 years 
of radio activity: #1 - A picture of my first 


radio receiver (a coherer) in 1902." On the 
back of the photo are the words, ‘Built RX in 
school shop, Room QA, Prest school... My call 


then was ‘ZZ’.” (Did Art snooze in school? -Ed.) 

“#2 - Picture of me and one of my radio 
oprs was taken in Bath, Maine, in WW One... 
was in charge of the radio station. Call was 
AA4. Our antenna was a piece of trolley wire 
we put up there in WW One. Hi! 


“18 be 95 years old June 29 and don't 
forget to send a Birthday Card then. Hi! 


“My rig now is a Kenwood TS 9305S and it 
sure iS a top piece of gear. 


Art also sent ye Ed. his current W1INF QSL 
card which says - "A Ham Since 1902..." and 
gives his address: “BOILED OWL, ART E ERICSON, BOX 2172, 


BEVERLY, MA O19 USA" (-wesrensD. so ART CANT HEAR: 
WOULD'NT IT BE FINE IF ART GOT A WHOLE B1G BAGFUL OF BIRTHDAY CARDSD 


MORE INCOMING MAIL 


Bill Jackson, 3612-V, WGHDP, Director of our 
Pacific-Southwest Chapter IX, wrote ye Ed. 
Received my first issue of the World 
Wireless Beacon and enjoyed it very much. | 
hope the other chapters wil furnish you lots of 
info on what’s going on...in SOWP. — ..1 would like 
to see what the other Directors are doing...” 


“By the way, | went to Prescott, AZ last 
Nov. 12, 1988 and upgraded (my license) to 
Extra Class, but kept my same call, WGEHDP.” 


(Very fine, Bill! our CONGRATULATIONS on 
your new ticket! - Editor) 

And here comes our JACK BINNS CHAPTER 
with a report on its Luncheon Meeting, April 8. 
1989 at The Dog House restaurant, Seattle, WA. 
(How did it get that name? -Ed) 


Chapter Secretary Don Newman, 58-P, 
W7CO, reports: “..The meeting was called to 
order by our Director, John Dudley, 2798-V, 
W7ITJ, who remarked that this was the end of 
our fifth year in office, and he urged that 
someone else might like to take over in the 
future. ...Bill Breniman had asked Chuck 
Coleman, K6ZUR, to send some slop-chest items 
up for door prizes...To recognize his excellent 
net services, VE7CHE, Ted Heavens was given 
first Choice... Many photos were taken by Doc 
Burton and Ted Heavens to be used in the 
future for some kind of blackmail... John Dudley 
prepared and gave ane excellent _ slide 
presentation based on the old and newer ships 
of the Alaska Steamship Company. This 
brought back memories for many of us. (Says 
Don): | personally served on 12 of these ships 
from 1927 to 1936. Later, | installed most of the 
radars in this company, and rode the first trip 
to teach their operation... Meeting adjourned 
at 3:05 PM. There were 36 present." 


Changing hats, ye Ed reports that inland 
Seas Chapter XIV has a new editor for its 
newsletter. The new scribe is Charley “SP” 
Spencer, 4058-P, W8&PQO, of Fennville, Mi. “SP” 
is a writer with a wry sense of humor. We 
expect at least one C/L (chuckle per line) from 
the new publication. Among his latest heard on 
our Monday night nets is that “You Buckeyes in. 
Ohio are responsible for the poor radio 
conditions and sunspots” of recent weeks. 
Perhaps, but you Michiganders send us all your 
ORN! And Frank Stinson, 491-P, KOGOO, wrote - 
“.~Have decided to ORT my contributions to 
mail order swindies and contribute more to 
SOWP and Inland Seas Chapter. Keep up the 
good work... 
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DAYTON, OHIO - 1989 


In accordance with what has become almost 
a habit, your Editor visited the giant Dayton, 
Ohio Hamvention again this year, on Saturday, 
April 29, 1989. The usual crowds (above 
25,000) were there, and so were some SOWP 
members. Through the courtesy of the Dayton 
chapter of QCWA, we placed a sign-up sheet on 
which Society members could indicate their 
presence. Here, in the order they signed up, 
we found the names of - 


Mike Eyman, 4802-V, WOXM, Garnett, KS 66032. 


Bob Watson, 4594-P, WADTV , Valparaiso, FL 
32580. 


Vahan “Kappy” Kapagian, 3217-V, N&8AWH, 
Prudenville, Ml 48651. (See his yarn elsewhere 
in this issue.) 


Don Fuhr, 3781-M, KS80, Powell, OH 43065. 


Jean V. Giesler, Jr.. 3880-V, W4TYU, Knoxville, 
TN 37919. 


Tom De Meis, 3750-V, K2TD, Delran, NJ 08075. 


Louie Linthecome, 4025-V, K9EAT, Indianapolis, 
IN 46218. 


John Yuricek, 753-V, W3MAM, Brackenridge, PA 
15014. 


Ted Phelps, 881-P, W&TP, Columbus, OH 43213. 


We're sorry we missed most of you, including 
John Swafford, 783-V, W4HU, our Awards VP, 
who attended from Arlington, VA. It looks as 
though a SOWP luncheon gathering at Dayton 
might be worth trying next year. Let’s hear 
what you think about that - in time for some 
planning. - Editor. 


~~ Te estes sees 


MORE INCOMING MAIL 


How's this for an advance notice? As 
presstime neared, Bill Jackson came in with the 
following: 

2d Annual SOWP-QCWA Combined Luncheon 


The Pacific Southwest Chapter-SOWP and 
the Arizona Chapter-QCWA, will hold their 
_ second annual combined luncheon meeting in 
Phoenix, Arizona, December 2, 1989 at the 
Holiday Inn. Barry Goldwater, K7UGA, an 
Honorary Member of SOWP, will be the keynote 
speaker. Leo Meyerson, WOGFQ, a life 
member of SOWP and QCWA, will provide a 
short piano concert, delighting his audience 


as he did a year ago. 


The luncheon will feature Prime Rib of beef. 
Those wishing more details or a reservation 
form may write to William T. Jackson, Chapter 
Director, 4247 N. 82nd Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85033, 
or call (602) 849-9411. Reservation forms will 
be mailed during the first week of September. 
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Bil Nye, 2822-V, W6ELXP wrote 
Seattle, WA. - 

Dear Editor: In reference to the article by “Lu” 
Delson about RCA station WGO in the March ’89 
W. W. Beacon: WGO sent a WX report on CW 
afternoons. At Coyne Radio School (in Chicago) 
in late ’30 and early '31 it helped get my code 
speed up to get an amateur license, W9GPI, in 
March, 1931. Bill Barlow, WSKH at the time, was 
my instructor and encouraged me to get a 
Second Class commercial license. He promised 
to get me a frame for it if | got the ticket, which 
| did in September, 1931. About then, he took me 
out to WGO’s station, so well described by “Lu”. 
One of the operators had a commercial Extra 
First Class ticket, so that became my goal to 
get some day. (You had to know landline 
Morse and! learned that soon afterward.) Sad 
to say, when the Federal Radio Commission 
took over, that license was discontinued. 


in from 


Afterward, when | lived in Kansas City, MO.,, ! 
often heard WGO working late at night, maybe 
in '32 or '33. It wasn’t until June, 1944, that | got 
to be 3rd Operator on the S/S Columbia/WGCOQ 
of the Alaska Steamship Co. at Seattle. 


My last trip, though not yet retired, was on 
the OMI SACRAMENTO/WXHS. | signed off 24 
Oct. ’°8& at Alameda, CA. This ship has RTTY, 
SSB and UHF, so we only used CW in India, 
Kenya and other less developed places. 

-73 William A. Nye 
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CHUCK BRELSFORD, 353-V, K2WW, wrote 
from Tempe, AZ: “..1 enjoyed Lu Delson’s article 
about WGO. During the summers of 1926 and 
1929, | sailed as a radio officer on the SS 
TIONESTA between Buffalo and Duluth working 
some of the coastal stations he mentioned. | 
also had one trip on the SEEANDBEE...Because of 
the writeup, | hope to take part in the next QSO 
roundup. -73, Chuck ” 

zgeuwexaetenrrt 
AL NEWBOLD, 2407-V, WG6MMG, Belmont, CA., 
dropped in by mail to say “..We missed Herb 
Scott at the last meeting of the Golden Gate 
Chapter held at the “Blue Dolphin" in San 
Leandro. Bill Breniman and Herb always added 
to the luncheon meeting. Missed Bill at the last 
one, too, as he had to make a trip out of town 
unexpectedly. Paul Dane, W6WOW, is an 
interesting speaker. Puts on a good show.” 
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(Nominations - Continued from Page 2) 
at LaGuardia Field, New York for CAA until 1942. He then began three years service as Chief of . 
Radio Training for the Third District, U.S. Navy. In 1945, Warner became an engineer at 
Radiomarine Corp. o: America and transferred to NBC-TV in 1947. In the days of early live TV, he 
worked many prime-time programs in New York until 1953, when he moved to RCA Institutes., 
remaining there until he retired in 1975 as senior instructor. Warner also was a part-time — 
electronics instructor at Rutgers University and other colleges in the New York-New Jersey 
metropolitan area. His present activities as a radio amateur Extra Class licensee include: NCS of 
the Tuesday and Thursday 20-meter SOWP CW Transcon nets, NCS on the 40-meter SOWP . 
Saturday morning CW Yankee/ East Coast net and the 40-meter SSB Sunday SOWP/OOTC net. 
Warner also is NCS of the Friday national OOTC 20-meter CW net and ANCS of the FAA 20-meter 
Monday net. So ee 


For Vice President - Publications: Theodore K. Phelps, 881-P, W8TP, 6289 Olde Orchard 
Drive, Columbus. OH 43213-3416. Mr. Phelps became a shipboard Radio Officer in June, 1939 on 
Great Lakes passenger ships while he was a college student. In 1941-42, he had two ocean vessel 
assignments to the Caribbean and South America. Returning to the U.S., he became an Army Signal 
Corps reservist with the Electronics Training Group. After instructor duties in the U.S., he served 
overseas in the Pacific (Okinawa) in charge of radio monitoring - friendly Communications. When 
his unit moved to Korea, he operated a news receiving station for Allied forces until his discharge 
in 1946. Phelps then joined American Telephone and Telegraph (Western Electric) where he was a 
telephone systems engineer until retiring in 1984. He has been a radio amateur since 1933 and has 
an Extra Class license. He joined SOWP in 1971. Since 1983 he has been Director, Inland Seas 
Chapter XIV and editor of its newsletter. He became SOWP VP-Communications in 1984 and editor 
of the Worid Wireless Beacon in March, 1989. He is a Life Member of SOWP, ARRL, QCWA and 
VWOA. zxze<ret:st x 


- CANDIDATES for the BOARD of GOVERNORS - 


William A. Breniman, 1-SGP, PO Box 530, Santa Rosa, CA 95402 - Chairman: Mr. Breniman, 
Founder of the Society of Wireless Pioneers in 1968, is its present Board Chairman. He has been 
the Society's President, Executive Director and Editor-In-Chief. He founded and edited several 
well-known SOWP publications including Sparks Journa/ and stepped aside from those activities 
only when health problems forced him to follow an easier schedule. His professional operating on 
32 ships began in 1919 on the SS George W. Elder/WRT, preceded by Navy duty in WWI. He 
served in U.S. government airways communications for 30 years and helped build and commission 
several radio stations. He held several top positions with CAA and founded the Society of 
Airways Pioneers in 1958. He remains as active as possible as our Editor Emeritus and seeks the 
volunteer help of others to complete work on several publishing projects. 


Judge James Harvey Brown, 381-SGP, W6VH, 1802 Redesdale Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90026. 
Judge Brown, the fifth president of SOWP (1981), is Chairman of the Nominating Committee. His first 
ship assignment was in 1923 and was followed by duty on 10 more. He Came ashore to work at 
KOK and broadcast station KFOX. Later, he became a Los Angeles councilman and Judge of its 
Municipal Court from which he is retired. 


Robert L. Farris, 2661-P, WDGAWO, 1244 LaCresta Bivd., El Cajon, CA 92021. First ship USS 
Louisville/NIFT followed by other Navy assignments until 1940 when he joined CAA at the Presidio, 
San Francisco/WVY. He became a radio amateur in 1977 and joined SOWP the same year. 


William T. Jackson, 3612-V, WGHDP, 4247 N. 82nd Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85033. Bill is Director, | 
Pacific Southwest Chapter IX. His professional radio career began in 1941 with the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps. He served 1951-66 in Navy Security Communications. He has an Extra class license. 


Graydon A. Lewis, 4564-V, N7FCO, 3421 Stark St., Eugene, OR 47404. Mr. Lewis is editor of’. 
the U.S. Navy Cryptologic Veterans Association Crypto/og magazine. His first professional tour in 
1946 was at U.S. Navy station NIM on Guam. He became a radio amateur in 1981. 


Alice Mitcheli, 4742-V, GOEEJ, Deacon’s Farm, Blisland, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LD, 

ENGLAND. Alice received her wireless telegraphy training and duty during World War Il in the 

Womens Royal Naval Service (WRNS). Urged by her husband, she has become a radio amateur. 
(Continued, Page 16) 
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(BOARD NOMINATIONS - from Page 15) 

Olive J. Roeckner, 2891-V, VE7ERA, PO Box 
789, Kaslo, BC Canada, VOG 1MO. Olive 
began professional duty in 1944 at Point Grey 
Wireless coastal station/VAl From 1947-50, 
she sailed as R/O aboard Norwegian MS 
Siranger/LLMK. She became a radio amateur in 
1977. 


ARE YOU MOVING? 


F SO, PLEASE LET US KNOW, BEFORE YOU GO! 


To: Paul Dane, Executive Director, SOWP, 
146 Coleen St., Livermore, CA 94550 USA. 

Please CHANGE my ADDRESS as given below: 
int or Type (Last Name, First Name, Middle Initial) 


Pauw! |. Schmidt, 1413-P, WSHD, PO Box 105, 
214 N. Washington S$t., Bloomfield, IN 47424. 


_SOWP Member ship No. 


First professional duty, 1935, SS AV Ape. Suite” 
MALACCA/KERT. U.S. Navy radio service in WW a Ss ce 

i. Retired electronics engineer. Returned to = sD. Nos Bos 
sea as R/O; recently “swallowed anchor”. 5 Post Office 
Radio amateur since 1931. ~ orca 
Eric Walter, 1536-M, HBSCHE, Postgassli 28, Hosen ts 
3604 Thun, Switzerland. Mr. Walter is P.0. Box 
Jirector of the Swiss Chapter, SOWP. His R.D. No. Box 
>rofessional assignments began in 1958 with MS Bist Otic 
Basilea/HBFK, folowed by several others until State 
1965. Eric is a regular member of our Swiss ZIP Code 
(Edelweiss) 40m net. Effective Date ad 
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PLEASE RETURN TO PAGE -3- TO VOTE 
YOUR BALLOT; PLEASE MAIL IT PROMPTLY. 
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